
 

Maternal and young child nutrition adversely affected by external shocks such
as increasing global food prices

   
   
   
Abstract:

Rising food prices, resulting from the ongoing global economic crisis, fuel price volatility, and climate
change, have an adverse impact upon the poor, especially those in food-importing, resource-limited
countries. The conventional approach by large organizations has been to advocate for increased staple
crop yields of mainly cereals. High food prices are predicted to continue to at least 2015. Past shocks and
their known impacts upon nutrition were reviewed. Price instability and increases have long been an existing
global problem, which has been exacerbated by recent macroeconomic shocks such as acute emergencies
due to war and civil strife, acute climatic events, increase in food prices, fuel price volatility, dysfunction of
the global financial systems, long-term climate change, and the emergence of failed states. The FAO
estimated that there were 815 million "hungry" people in 2006, with a now additional 75-135 million with
increased vulnerability, and currently it is estimated that there are one billion people at risk of food
insecurity. The shocks initially compromise maternal and child nutrition, mainly through a reduction in
dietary quality and an increase in micronutrient deficiencies and concomitant increases in infectious disease
morbidity and mortality. A further reduction in the quantity of diet may follow with greater underweight and
wasting. Recent macroeconomic shocks have greatly increased the number of people who are vulnerable to
hunger in developing countries. Nutritional surveillance systems need to be strengthened and expanded to
inform policy decisions.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.3945/jn.109.111682   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Food/Water Security

Food/Water Security: Food Access/Distribution

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location
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resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Developmental Effect, Malnutrition/Undernutrition, Other Health Impact

Developmental Effect: Reproductive

Other Health Impact: Macronutrient deficiencies

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Low Socioeconomic Status, Pregnant Women

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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